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Worcester’s children’s hospice gets Royal seal of approval 

The Duchess of Gloucester officially opens Acorns Children's Hospice
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester officially opened Acorns Children's Hospice in Worcester on Wednesday 16th May and celebrated with children and families from Worcester who use the hospice and those that helped bring a state-of-the-art 10-bed children’s hospice facility into the County.
6-year-old Yasmin Miller-Douglas, who suffers from Myofibril Myopathy and an undiagnosed neurodegenerative condition, helped welcome The Duchess to the Bath Road hospice and was in awe of the Royal visitor as she proceeded to present The Duchess with a beautiful posy of yellow roses and blue irises.

Escorted by David Strudley, Acorns newly appointed Chief Executive, The Duchess was also greeted by local dignitaries, including Stephen Inman, the newly appointed Mayor of Worcester on his first official public engagement. She also met Mike Cartledge the Project Manager for Acorns Worcester project, Steve Speller of Speller Metcalfe the hospice builders, Paul Lister of 2B Landscape Consultancy Ltd the hospice architects, and Graham Bull a landscape garden consultant who designed the hospice gardens with play, relaxation and memorial areas.
On entering the hospice The Duchess was greeted by hospice-neighbour 82-year-old June Sayce who, with her late husband Willie, donated the land on which the hospice stands.  The couple owned 3 acres of land behind their Bath Road home and had rejected large cash offers from other builders.  They were deeply touched by the plight of seriously ill children and the work of Acorns to support them, and wanted to help by giving the land free of charge for Acorns to build on. June was joined by the founding CEO of Acorns Mr John Overton, and Cecil Duckworth OBE, Chairman of Worcester Rugby Club, who was an original benefactor of the project that brought the first children’s hospice into the Three Counties.
The Duchess unveiled a commemorative plaque in front of other dignitaries, benefactors, staff and fundraisers. She addressed the audience with warm words about the hospice’s importance within the Three Counties before declaring Acorns Worcester “well and truly open”.
She then met local families who use Acorns support services, including baby Harry Gale who was born with serious heart problems and has been using the hospice since his diagnosis in November last year. The Duchess sat and chatted with the Jordan family of St Peters and learnt how all the family receive care and support from Acorns specialist care teams, including respite for 11-year-old Alex who has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and sibling support for his sister, 9-year-old Carenza. Parent’s Cal and Martin Jordan said how “delighted” they were to be involved in such a poignant occasion. The family even helped out by speaking to Llewela Bailey of ITV Central News who was covering the event as part of a forthcoming 8-part Central News series on the work of Acorns.
After six years of planning and building, Acorns Worcester opened its doors to the first families on March 14th 2005.  The state-of-the-art facility features a hydro-therapy pool and Jacuzzi – essential tools for relaxing children and families under stress and unlocking the potential of many disabled children;  a multi-sensory room filled with water beds, bubble lamps and fibre-optic lights; an adolescents’ wing where teenagers have their own bedrooms and a lounge with computers, a football and pool table – a place that gives them privacy and independence; and family rooms where parents can stay whilst their child receives specialist care close by. Over 80% of Acorns services are funded from donations but all of its services are given free of charge to the children and families who need it.
A range of life-limiting conditions affect the different children who use Acorns, and the hospice itself is a purpose built facility that offers a range of care and support resources.  For the hospice staff, the exterior is just as important a place for care and therapy as the interior and Acorns has always been keen to maintain a garden with a difference. There are lots of different areas, including the Caribbean garden, and it is here where The Duchess spent time chatting to some of the older children and posed for press photographs. 
David Strudley, Acorns’ Chief Executive, said: “We were absolutely delighted that some of the children and families who use Acorns Worcester, and the people of Worcester and the Three Counties who helped us build a specialist children’s hospice in Worcester, were able to share this wonderful day with us. 

“It was very exciting for Acorns to have Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester visit us on this fantastic occasion when we celebrated the full opening of the Worcester hospice and thanked all of those in our community who helped make this special day happen.

“Acorns Worcester is a state-of-the-art facility that provides specialist care for more than 250 life-limited children and their families from the Three Counties and parts of Warwickshire.  Acorns Worcester cost £4 million to build and it costs £4,500 per day to run the unit, 80% of that money comes from the local community.

“The Worcester Hospice is very much at the heart of the local community who have been tremendous in raising the funds to keep the unit open during a difficult last twelve months.”

Since it opened, Acorns Worcester has seen steady growth in the number of children and families who use it. However, last year the charity’s funds were affected by the end of a lottery grant and the global fundraising efforts needed to alleviate natural disasters such as the Tsunami. Thanks to a massive fundraising effort from the local community, The Duchess of Gloucester helped Acorns Worcester finally celebrate the opening of all its 10-beds at the unit. 
Mr Strudley continued: “Last year, due to a serious shortage of funds, we were forced to close 4 beds out of every ten that we have in our hospices.

“Acorns never compromise the high-level of care given to children and families, and so the tough decision was made to reduce our output simply to sustain the unique care and support we give.
“After a massive fundraising effort by our local community we finally celebrated being a fully functioning 10-bed hospice unit once again.”
The Duchess also met the High Sheriff of Worcestershire – Mr John Yorke and his wife Mrs Julia Yorke; Mr David Wareing– the Chief Executive of Worcester City Council and Mr Bill Young – Chairman of Acorns Children's Hospice.
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Photo captions –  please refer to photos contained on enclosed “Worcester pics” disc

1. Bill Young, Acorns Chairman introduces The Duchess to Angela Mercer, Head Nurse at Acorns Worcester
2. Parents Cal and Martin Jordan talk to Llewela Bailey from ITV Central News

3. Parents Cal and Martin Jordan talk to Llewela Bailey from ITV Central News[1]

4. David Strudley, Acorns Chief Executive (Angela Mercer in middle background) leads The Duchess into Acorns Worcester

5. David Strudley; The Lord Lieutenant of Worcester; HRH The Duchess of Gloucester.

6. The Duchess meets Stephen Inman, the new Mayor of Worcester, at his first official engagement.

7. The Duchess tours the inside of the hospice and meets children and families who use it.

8. The Duchess meets 11-year-old Eden Dallimore of Worcester

9. The Duchess meets dad Al Gale with his baby son Harry Gale who uses Acorns Worcester.

10. The Duchess meets Cecil Duckworth OBE

11. The Duchess meets children in the painting area

12. The Duchess meets Graham Bull, the hospice’s landscape gardener

13. The Duchess meets the Jordan family of St Peters Worcester

14. The Duchess meets June Sayce who donated the land on which the hospice was built.

15. The Duchess meets Mike Cartledge the Project Manager for the hospice build.

16. The Duchess meets Mr John Overton Acorns Founding CEO

17. The Duchess meets Paul Lister the hospice’s architect

18. The Duchess meets Steve Speller of Speller Metcalfe

19. The Duchess meets youngsters in the hospice’s Caribbean Garden

20. The Duchess unveils the plaque

21. Llewela Bailey from ITV Central interviews sibling Carenza Jordan from St Peters

22. Stephen Inman Mayor of Worcester, his wife Carol Inman, Cecil Duckworth, and June Sayce (front of pic) stand proudly in front of Acorns Children’s Hospice, Worcester.

23. Yasmin Miller-Douglas greets The Duchess on arrival and presents the posy

24. Yasmin Miller-Douglas with Bill Young (Chairman) and The Duchess on her arrival at Acorns Worcester
Notes to Editors 

Government funding of children’s hospices
In May 2006, the Department of Health announced that it would provide an extra £27million over three years for children’s hospices in England. Further details can be found at: www.dh.gov.uk or by contacting the Association of Children’s Hospices at www.childhospice.org.uk
Acorns Children's Hospice

Acorns offers life-limited children and their families a network of care, both at its hospices in Selly Oak, Walsall and Worcester, and through its community team who offer support at home.  Children can stay at the hospices for respite, emergency and end-of-life care.  The community team give support to the whole family 24 hours a day, seven days a week, including practical and emotional support for parents, special help for siblings and bereavement counselling.  

Due to the sensitive nature of Acorns care services it refrains from using the words ‘terminal’ or terminally ill’ in its press releases preferring to use the words ‘life-limited’ or ‘life-limiting’ instead. Acorns request that you kindly respect this in your press coverage. Thank you.
There is no charge for Acorns’ service but running costs stand at £4,500 per day per hospice that’s £450 per bed.

To find out more about Acorns, please visit www.acorns.org.uk.
