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Welcome from Mel and Livvy
Hello and welcome to your Acorns Children's Hospice school
fundraising pack - filled with seasonal (term-specific) and year-round
inspirational ideas and useful resources to supercharge your
fundraising. 

We are also on hand to help you get the best out of your fundraising - 
we can't wait to see what you get up to!

The difference you could make
Because of people like you,  local life limited and life threatened children like Jess and Hugh are receiving the
care and support they need. When the unimaginable becomes reality Acorns Children's Hospice is there for
families, holding their hand along every step of their journey.  The need for children’s hospice care never stops
which is why we are here to provide specialist palliative care 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

could pay for one hour of care for a
child like Jess in a hospice

£40

£50 could cover the cost of a family
member staying at Acorns overnight

could  pay for 10 complementary

therapy sessions for family members0
£250

could pay for a child to have a 24 hour
short break in one of our hospices

£975

Mel Hall Li v vy Guglia

Jess enjoying the gardens at Acorns

Area Fundraisers

Hugh and his Mum Emma rely
on the support of our hospice



"Acorns is our happy place"
Sophia is a little miracle. At two days old, she suffered a cardiac arrest in her father’s arms. For dad Samuel and
mum Chantelle it was truly terrifying, and the first six months of their baby girl’s life was then spent in
hospital.
 
Chantelle explained: “We had a really scary start with Sophia. We didn't really know what was happening. We
were panicked. The cardiac arrest starved her of oxygen and caused eight brain bleeds, so she was classed as severely
brain damaged.  The doctors discovered that Sophia had 11 heart defects, which is what caused the cardiac arrest. They
also found out that she has epilepsy and a condition called heterotaxy. This means that although she has all her organs
they aren’t in the right place, so this causes lots of complications.” 

Sophia and her family were referred to Acorns when the youngster was eight months old.  Chantelle said: “We
were referred by our community nurse. We'd heard of Acorns, but we didn't understand fully what they did, we just knew
that it was a children's hospice. I think the nurse could tell by my face that I didn’t like the thought of Sophia going to a
hospice. When you hear the word ‘hospice’ you think of the end of life, but the nurse told me Acorns does more than
that. So, we went and had a look. I was very nervous to walk through the door, but we got the warmest welcome – they
were all so lovely. There were children and staff having fun and smiling.”
 
While mum Chantelle isn’t quite ready for overnight stays, Sophia benefits from a whole range of services
including stay and play groups, hydrotherapy and day care. Both Chantelle and husband Samuel receive support
through Acorns parents’ groups.  
 
“Coming to Acorns is great for me too because I meet other parents. We all have very different stories, but they are all
quite relatable. Until you've been through a journey like this, I don't think you truly understand what it’s like. It's hard
being 'that' mum- the one who is always worried about their child and has to keep an eye on them. At Acorns everyone
understands and will talk to you about what is going on with you. I feel like the normal mum for once when I’m here.”
 
For Sophia, it’s all about fun and feels just like visiting family. “Sophia is three now, so the staff have seen her grow.
She was the tiniest little baby when she first started coming to Acorns. She’s now walking and talking and is happy
running off with one of the nurses. She gets so excited when she knows she is coming to stay, she even plans out what
she’s going to wear! Coming to Acorns was the best thing we ever did. I’m so happy when we’re here. This is definitely
our happy place.”

Sophia with Mum and Dad in the hospice gardens



One for older year groups - who doesn’t love an 'I’m a Celebrity' challenge? Set
your peers the ultimate challenge to rival any bushtucker trial!

Christmas
'Tis the season to be jolly! Get in the festive fundraising spirit and host a Christmas
jumper day, or make and sell Christmas cards or decorations. Or if singing is more
your style, why not hold a concert or try carol singing at your local supermarket.

As the nights draw in, why not pick a blockbuster or two and gather together for a

fun fundraiser in the classroom or hall?  You could raise a few extra pounds by selling

popcorn or chocolate or organise a tuck shop.

Sponsored give-it-up
Could you go a week without chocolate? Or your favourite TV programme? Or
how about a sponsored silence to see how long your year group could stay quiet
for? For older year groups, could you go a week without Netflix or how about
sacrificing your phone or social media accounts for a week?

Movie night

Autumn term

'I'm a Celebrity' eating challenge

If your school is holding a fireworks display for bonfire night, why not charge an
entry fee, set up a tuck shop or sell glow sticks and donate the proceeds to Acorns.

Bake sale

Sponsored bunny hop

Spring term

Bonfire night

Love is in the air! Hold a Valentine’s themed bake sale to raise money and share

the love for Acorns.

Put a spring in your steps and see how many bunny hops everyone can do in 30
minutes. Challenge your classmates or even better your teachers! Ask for our
Bunny Hop resources pack for your school.

Sponsored gaming tournament
One for the avid gamers out there, put your talents to good use and set up your
own tournament. Who will be the ultimate gaming champion? Ask for our Gaming
resources pack for your school.



With school nearly out for Summer, let the students decide how to challenge
their teachers. It might be a dare to shave their head or beard, or you could test
their knowledge in a quiz, the choices are endless.

Challenge the teacher

A great way to raise funds over a whole day. Get creative with face painting,
craft stalls and bake sales. Sell old toys and books.  Play games such as guess the
number of jellybeans or acorns in a jar, spot the difference, sponge or wellie
throwing, or guess the teacher from their baby photo. Or for something a bit
different try finding the golden acorn in the sand.

Inspired by the upcoming Commonwealth Games? Set your own sporting
challenge. Could you walk, run, swim, cycle or dance a mile? Or cover a
marathon distance over a month as a year group?  How about a mini
Commonwealth tournament? Use the sponsorship form in this pack to 
collect funds for your challenge.

Summer term

Sponsored sporting challenge

Hold a fete 



Dress down day

Competitions

All year round fundraising ideas...

Everyone loves to dress
down, or up! Wear orange
for a day, dress up as your

favourite character or
superhero, go neon, or easy-

peasy wear your PJs.

Organise a race night, bingo
night or quiz night. A great

night out is sure to make
everyone smile, and of course

it's all for a good cause.

An evening of funSweepstakes Join an event
The the perfect way  to raise

funds quickly and easily. Guess
where the acorn is hidden in

our sweepstake (poster in this
pack) - pay a fee per go for your

chance for a share of the
donations.

We have resources for all
ages – be it a colouring

competition , short story
contest, or create your own.

Donate £1 and make your
mark with a painted handprint

mural to make a beautiful,
colourful collage of all your

classmates.

Whether it’s unwanted
presents, books, or bric a 
brac, donate your  goods 

and hold a raffle. 

Give us a handRaffle

Music and dancing
Have fun organising a seasonal

concert, disco, pantomime or
showcase what you do best in a

‘My School’s Got Talent’
competition.  For older year

groups, why not host a 
black-tie dinner dance?

Bake sale
Who doesn't love a cake?
Use your culinary skills to

raise some dough for Acorns
Children's Hospice.

Why not join in with one of
Acorns family friendly events

advertised on our website
www.acorns.org.uk and on
our Facebook page called 

 "The Acorns Family".

Fun and easy  ideas for everyone, any time of the year



Make and
sell cards or

crafts

Collectively
create a recipe

book to sell

"The ethos of our school is firmly based on the teachings of responsibility, respect and love of one another.
With this in mind, Acorns Children’s Hospice was in our thoughts when we chose our charity this year. We
were delighted to be able to make a difference and help all of the children that need the support of Acorns

Children’s Hospice." - Mrs Jane Lindsay, Head Teacher, St Laurence Church Junior School

Growing acorns into oaks

We think some of the very best and most creative ideas come from the students themselves.
Encourage entrepreneurial spirit and challenge students to think of their own inventive ways to
fundraise.  For example how much profit could you make from £5? We've shared a few ideas...

Get creative
making and

selling 
jewellery

Organise a 
car wash

What's your
talent? Why not
sell your skill e.g.

nail art, artist, 
 face painting

Hold a 
tabletop sale 
of unwanted

presents



Gift Aid
Where applicable, don’t forget to ask people to
Gift Aid their donation if they are a UK
taxpayer. Gift Aid is a scheme introduced by
HM Revenue and Customs which allows
Acorns to claim an extra 25p for every £1
donated. For further information contact
Acorns Supporter Services or see our website
www.acorns.org.uk/sign-up-to-gift-aid

Spread the word
Be proud of supporting Acorns! Don’t be afraid
to tell as many people as possible about what
your school is doing and why - and the impact
your fundraising will have. Using social media is
a great way to get the word out to friends and
families. Telling people how you're raising
money to help support your local children's
hospice is a great way to motivate others to get
involved.

Shout about your fab fundraising and tag us at
                 

                          

         

  

Fun and educational resources such as
colouring sheets and puzzles (including
Maths and English)
School assemblies – we’ll deliver an age
appropriate assembly about the children we
care for
Fundraising resources such as posters and
sponsorship forms
Collection tins and buckets for your school
fundraising efforts
An exciting calendar of events to take part in
Thank you letters, certificates and a public
thank you on our Twitter page
A cheque presentation to celebrate the
difference you have made.

Set a target
Setting a target of how much you want to
fundraise gives you a collective goal to aim
towards.  You could use our figures on page two
to identify what you'd like to help fund or if you
have your own target in mind we can help you
show what that could fund. Use our totaliser to
be displayed in school so everyone can see what
you've achieved and how far you have to go to
reach your target.

Supporting you to make
fundraising FUN
We’ve got everything you need to have bags of
fun whilst supporting local children. We can
provide:

Supercharge your fundraising!

Simple tips to maximise your fundraising

acornschildrenshospice

@acornshospice

@acornshospice





acorns.org.uk

Acorns Children’s Hospice provides care to local life limited and
life threatened children and support for their families. It costs
£27,000 a day to fund this vital care, which is only possible with
the generous support of people like you.



Find the acorn
Can you guess where our acorn lies? Pick a square (or a few), add your name,
make a donation per square and the winner gets a prize!
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NB:  Organisers - Pick a square to be the winner, write it down
and put it in a sealed envelope attached to this sheet.





Paying in donations couldn’t be simpler

Pay it in online at www.acorns.org.uk/pay-in-your-money
By paying donations in online you’ll be saving Acorns money in processing fees.

By cheque
Please make cheques payable to ‘Acorns Children’s Hospice’ and return to:

Supporter Services, Acorns Children’s Hospice, Drakes Court, Alcester Road, Wythall, 

Birmingham, B47 6JR.

Cheque presentation
If you'd like a cheque presentation, an Acorns representative can come to your school with a

giant cheque. This is a lovely way to show the pupils how much you have raised.  Please get in

touch with your fundraiser to arrange this.

Get in touch

Whether you need some materials, help with ideas or just have a quick question, we are here to

help with your fundraising. Please get in touch by emailing supporter.services@acorns.org.uk
or calling 01564 825037.

/acornschildrenshospice                @acornshospice                  @acornshospice

How to get fundraising donations to us

www.acorns.org.uk

See what life is like in our hospices...




