Christmas
Fundraising Pack

Oscar-Ray making Christmas crafts at Stay and Play

Welcome from your Area Fundraising Team
Hello and welcome to your Christmas Fundraising Pack, full of
fun ideas and guidance to help supercharge your fundraising
during the festive season.
Your support is vital to help us create special moments for
families to treasure forever, but your safety is also of the utmost
importance. Within your pack you’ll find suggested activities that
can be done safely or adapted to comply with current social
distancing regulations, but please be sure to check the guidelines
for your area. Thank you for your wonderful support. We can't
wait to see what you get up to!

The difference you could make
We rely on the local community to help fund our vital care services for life limited and life threatened
babies, children and young people and support for their families. In the past year we have cared for
over 700 children across the West Midlands from our three hospices, within the family home and
community. When a child’s life is limited, family time is precious. This is why, as well as providing
complex medical care, we help families to create lasting memories and make every day count.

£40

could pay for one hour of care for a child like
Oscar-Ray in a hospice

£100

could cover the cost of a family staying
at Acorns overnight

£250

could pay for 10 complementary therapy
sessions for family members

£975

could pay for a child like Remi to have a 24
hour short break in one of our hospices
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Aimee and her mum Charlotte

“I’d be lost without Acorns – I’d struggle a lot.
I don't know what I would do."
First time mum Charlotte had no idea her newborn baby girl had contracted an infection
during delivery.
But when Aimee became floppy and started foaming at the mouth at five days old, doctors rushed her for a
lumbar puncture test. Cloudy spinal fluid revealed that Aimee had meningitis, caused by Group B
streptococcus (GBS) bacteria. Her tiny body was overcome with infection and she was left fighting for her
life.
Charlotte said: “We thought it was just dehydration, but it all changed so quickly and she was given 24 hours to
live, with a 5% chance of survival. It was a massive shock to the system, you don’t ever expect something so
serious.”
Miraculously Aimee pulled through, but her life would never be the same.
“The meningitis had caused brain damage, but the doctors couldn’t really tell me what that meant for her. It was a
wait and see scenario.”
As Aimee grew, it became clear to Charlotte that her daughter was not meeting the expected milestones
and at nine months, her baby girl was diagnosed with quadraplegic spastic dystonia cerebral palsy.
“You could see she wasn’t doing what she should be doing. We struggled a lot – she was tube fed and needed a lot of
physio. I had to give up my job because Aimee needed 24/7 care. She can’t sit, she can’t stand, can’t walk or talk
and she is partly tube fed. She’s very dependent on other people.”
Charlotte and Aimee, now nine, have been supported by Acorns for the last seven years. Like many parents,
Charlotte had her reservations about using a hospice but her nerves soon turned to excitement.
“Initially I didn’t like the sound of Acorns but I knew I needed help, I just felt like Aimee was my responsibility and
that I should be doing it all for her. But it was such a happy place to be. I remember our first visit thinking, 'oh my
god, I’m excited now, I want to join in’.
“I’d be lost without Acorns – I’d struggle a lot. I don't know what I would do. I don’t even want to think about it.”

Photo courtesy of the Express & Star
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Festive foodie fundraising ideas
Dig out your oven gloves and spread festive cheer with
some delicious treats.
Christmas Bake Sale
Organise a bake sale over the festive period to spread some cheer with reindeer biscuits or star shaped
cookies. Promote your bake sale via social media, using our 'empty belly' poster template or by word of
mouth, amonst friends, family and colleagues.

'Scrumptious Seasonal Stars' - biscuit recipe
Place the butter and caster sugar in a bowl and beat with a wooden
spoon until pale and creamy. Beat in the egg yolk then stir in the plain
flour and cinnamon and mix to a soft dough. Wrap the dough in cling
film and chill in the fridge for 30 mins.
Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4. Roll the dough out on
a lightly floured surface to ½cm thickness. Use a small star cookie
cutter to stamp out about 30 stars, rolling the dough out again as
necessary.

50g butter, softened
75g caster sugar
1 medium egg yolk
100g plain flour, plus
extra for dusting
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
100g icing sugar

Place the stars on 2 large greased baking sheets and use a wooden
skewer to make a hole in each cookie. Bake for 8-10 mins until pale
golden. Leave on the baking sheets for 2-3 mins then transfer to a
cooling rack and leave to cool completely, before decorating.

Bake off or food demonstration
Show off your culinary skills and hold a bake off or food demonstration over the Christmas period .

Mince pies and mulled wine sing-a-long
Join together with friends, family and work colleagues at home, work or in the community
and get festive with this fun fundraiser. Ask for donations to raise funds.
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Christmas foodie quiz
Test your friends, family and colleagues with our
Christmas foodie quiz and ask for a donation to play.
1. The red and white costume of Father Christmas was allegedly first introduced by
which company?
2. In which direction should you stir mincemeat for good luck; clockwise or anticlockwise?
3. A swede is a cross between which two vegetables?
4. Before turkey, the traditional English Christmas dinner included a pig’s head
smothered in what?
5. Who served up figgy pudding in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol?
6. Which Christmas dish was developed from ‘frumenty’, a thick porridge of cereal,
dried fruit and spices?
7. In Hungary, turkey does not feature on the Christmas menu. Which creature usually
does?
8. What should you eat one of for each of the 12 days of Christmas if you want good
luck?
9. Turkeys in Victorian England were walked to market from Norfolk to London. What
were they said to be wearing for the journey?
10. Which drink's company sends a lorry on a tour around the country for all to see?
11. Approximately how many candy canes are manufactured during the festive season?
12. When did turkeys first appear in Britain?
13. What do northerners sometimes eat with their Christmas cake?
14. Why do we eat chocolate log at Christmas time?
15. Which 17th Century spoilsport made mince pies illegal?
16. Most wines and many beers are not suitable for vegetarians, why not?
17. Stollen is a traditional fruit loaf of which country?
18. What is the meal made up of leftover vegetables, that is normally eaten on
December 26th?
19. A traditionally luxury Christmas starter, what is Gravadlax?
20. Which spice is traditionally used to flavour bread sauce?

Answers at end of pack
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Festive fundraising ideas
Christmas hat or jumper day
Get into the festive spirit and put on your best Christmas outfit for a donation to Acorns.
You could even turn it into a competition at work or with friends. Simply set up a
JustGiving page and ask everyone to share a photo of their festive outfit in return for a
donation. You'll have lots of fun deciding on the winner!

Secret Santa challenge
Set the limit at £4 and ask everyone to donate the spare £1 to Acorns. If you're working
from home or in lockdown you could order the gifts online, then open them together on
a video call and guess who bought yours. Buy your gifts through Amazon Smile and
choose us as your charity to help raise a bit extra!

Christmas Crackers
This couldn’t be easier! Buy some crackers and insert a golden ticket into one of them. Ask for a
donation for each cracker and split ‘the pot’ between the lucky winner and Acorns.

Christmas raffle
Get into the Christmas spirit by organising a festive raffle. Create a hamper full of
goodies and ask your friends, family and colleagues to donate unwanted items as prizes.

Christmas quiz
Organise a virtual Christmas quiz by video chat to test your friends, family and colleagues. You could
even set these up every two weeks and create a leader board to see who will be crowned the quiz
master champion!
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Festive fundraising ideas cont...
Collect your loose change
Request one of our cardboard collection boxes by emailing supporterservices@acorns.org.uk and
save your change over the festive period. You’ll be surprised how quickly those pennies add up!

Gift wrapping service
Offer family and friends the opportunity to have their gifts beautifully
wrapped by you, ready for the big day, in exchange for a donation to Acorns.

Give it up
Get your friends, family and colleagues to sponsor you with a donation for each day you give up something
you love, e.g. chocolate, meat or dairy, alcohol or caffeine, your games console or social media!

Letters to Santa
Christmas is a magical time for children and writing a letter to Santa is a tradition for many.
If you are a teacher, or leader of a local youth group, you could create a few templates and
share with your pupils or group.The children could then write their letters and hand them
to you with a donation to receive a reply from the big bearded fella.

Christmas decorations
We all love sparkly lights and beautifully decorated trees at Christmas – and we all need a pick-me-up
at the moment. So why not go wild and decorate the outside of your home with outlandish lights and
ask visitors to donate?
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Festive fundraising ideas cont...
Offer life lessons
With high streets quieter than usual in many parts of the country, people will
be looking for Christmas presents online. If you have a teachable skill – maybe
you can cook, sing or knit – why not offer a package of lessons people can ‘buy’
for others in exchange for a donation? You could even make up a simple
voucher that the present-giver can pass on. Then it’s a case of fixing a time
with the lucky recipient and giving your class over a video call.

Christmas card donations
Make a real difference by donating all or part of what you would
normally spend on Christmas cards.

Take a dip in the sea
When everyone else is waking up to a Buck’s Fizz and new socks, how about a bracing Christmas
morning dip in the sea? Some hardy souls do this even when they have no funds to raise, but you can
drum up support by sharing your post-dip selfie alongside a link to your fundraising page.

Creative christmas
Organise a crafty Christmas and sell seasonal goodies made by you and your family and friends. This
could be anything from mince pies or Christmas cake to flower arrangements or soft toys.

Christmas bingo
Turn up the Christmas music, decorate the tree, download some festive bingo cards and enjoy a
fun filled evening with your household. Or play over video chat using online bingo cards.
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New Year fundraising ideas
Beat the January blues and kick start the New Year by
fundraising for Acorns
Sell your unwanted gifts

Christmas decorations sale

Sell your unwanted gifts to raise funds towards
our vital care. You could use Ebay, Facebook
Marketplace, Gumtree, Depop or Vinted.

If you fancy a new look for your Christmas tree in
2022, then why not sell your old Christmas
decorations and donate the proceeds to Acorns?

Sponsored walk
Embrace the New Year with a walk to blow away the cobwebs. Pick a distance and plan your route and
ask for donations to your local children's hospice.

Promise auction
Organise an online auction to donate your services or skills, from dog walking to babysitting, ironing
to photography it all depends on what you have to offer. If you want to set up a promise auction but
don't know where to start, email supporterservices@acorns.org.uk

New Year challenge
Challenge yourself to achieve something you never thought possible in 2022. From running your first
5k or maybe your first marathon, braving a skydive or challenging yourself to walk 10,000 steps a day
to keep yourself active. Setting yourself a goal for the New Year is a great way to get inspired and
support our vital children's hospice care.

Dry January
Get sponsored to give up alcohol during January, you could even go further by asking friends,
family and colleagues to sponsor you for each week you manage to keep it going.

acorns.org.uk

12 ways to be a star for Acorns
Show your support today with these simple ideas and help life limited and life threatened children
and their families to receive the vital care and support they need this Christmas.

Sign up to hear from us
By keeping you up to date with our work, news,
fundraising and ways to support, we can let you
know the difference you are making.

www.acorns.org.uk/keep-updated

Connect with us on social media
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or
LinkedIn to see what life is like in our hospices
and share one of our posts.

Learn more about us

Visit our website to find out more about the
work we do providing vital care for local life
limited and life threatened children and
support for families.

www.acorns.org.uk

Out of office
Add our website link to your out of office email
over the Christmas break.

www.acorns.org.uk

Sign up to Gift Aid

Give the gift of time

For every pound you donate, we can claim at
least 25% back from the Government, without
it costing you a penny extra!

Help support our care for local children by
visiting our volunteering pages and checking if
there are any roles that take your fancy.

www.acorns.org.uk/sign-up-to-gift-aid

www.acorns.org.uk/volunteer

Donate to your local shop
Donate your high quality unwanted items to
your local Acorns shop, let them know you're
registered for Gift Aid as they can claim extra
on your donations.

www.acorns.org.uk/shops

Get motivated with a virtual event
From making your own uplifting playlist to
challenging your children to do 100 laps of the
garden, we've got lots of fun ideas.

www.acorns.org.uk/virtualevents

Support while you shop
Make us your charity of the year
Ask your workplace, club or school if they can
make Acorns Children's Hospice their charity
for next year.

Use Amazon Smile to do your shopping and
select Acorns Children's Hospice to support,
Amazon donates a percentage of your
purchases and it costs you nothing!

smile.amazon.co.uk

Watch Hugh's story

Plan for your future

Hear from Hugh's mum Emma how Acorns has
supported them and given them the chance to
spend quality time together as a family.

Find out how we can help you write your Will
and plan for your future, while supporting local
children and families

www.acorns.org.uk/hughs-story

www.acorns.org.uk/gifts-in-wills

Supercharge your festive fundraising!
Simple tips to maximise your fundraising
Set a target

Gift Aid

Setting a target of how much you want to
fundraise gives you a collective goal to aim
towards. You could use our figures on page
two to identify what you'd like to help fund or if
you have your own target in mind we can help
you with what that could fund. Share your
target with family, friends and colleagues.

Where applicable, don’t forget to ask people to
Gift Aid their donation if they are a UK
taxpayer. Gift Aid is a scheme introduced by
HM Revenue and Customs which allows
Acorns to claim an extra 25p for every £1
donated. For further information contact
Acorns Supporter Services or see our website
www.acorns.org.uk/sign-up-to-gift-aid

Set up a Just Giving page
JustGiving pages are a quick, simple and
secure way to collect donations. It’s easy to
share your story, raise funds and track your
fundraising using this online tool.

Match funding
Local companies often run match funding
schemes where they will match the amount
you raise. Think about which companies you
know that may be interested in doing this e.g.
your workplace and don’t be afraid to ask
them.

Spread the word
Be proud of supporting Acorns! Be sure to tell
as many people as possible about what you're
doing and why, and the impact your fundraising
will have. Using social media is a great way to
get the word out to friends and families. Telling
people how you're raising money to help
support your local children's hospice is also a
great way to motivate others to get involved.

Shout about your fab fundraising and
tag us at:
acornschildrenshospice
@acornshospice
@acornshospice
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Where's Santa?
Can you guess where Santa is? Pick a square (or a few), add your
name, make a donation per square and the winner gets a prize!
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9
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NB: Organisers - Pick a square to be the winner, write it down
and put it in a sealed envelope attached to this sheet.
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H
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J

Pin the star on the Christmas tree
Print and display this poster on a wall or board. Draw and cut out a star and pop some blu-tack on
the back. Collect a donation from anyone wishing to take part, blind-fold them, spin them around
and challenge them to pin the star on the tree! The closest to the top of the tree is the winner.

Getting your donations to us
Paying in donations couldn’t be simpler
Pay it in online
By paying donations in online at www.acorns.org.uk/pay-in-your-money you’ll be saving
Acorns money in processing fees.

By cheque
Please make cheques payable to ‘Acorns Children’s Hospice’ and return to:
Supporter Services, Acorns Children’s Hospice, Drakes Court, Alcester Road, Wythall,
Birmingham, B47 6JR.

Get in touch
Whether you need some materials, help with ideas or just have a quick question, we are
here to help with your fundraising. Please get in touch by calling 01564 825 037 or emailing
supporterservices@acorns.org.uk.

See what life is like in our hospices...
/acornschildrenshospice

@acornshospice

@acornshospice
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Christmas foodie quiz answers
The answers for our Christmas foodie quiz
1. Coca-cola
2. Clockwise
3. A cabbage and a turnip
4. Mustard
5. Mrs Cratchit
6. Christmas pudding
7. Carp
8. Mince pies
9. ‘Boots’ these were created by walking the turkeys through warm tar followed by sand.
This helped prevent their feet from becoming blistered on the journey.
10. Coca-cola
11. 1.7 million
12. 1500’s
13. Cheese
14. It stems from the Pagan tradition of burning the yule log
15. Oliver Cromwell
16. They contain a product from the bladder of a fish (isinglas), which is used to filter them
17. Germany
18. Bubble and squeak
19. Cured salmon
20. Cloves
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