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Jess enjoying the gardens at Acorns

Welcome from Mel, Livvy,
Claire & Emma
Claire Snape

Mel Hall

Livvy Guglia

Emma Rolinson

Hello and welcome to your Acorns Children's Hospice
Bunny Hop Fundraising Pack for nurseries and primary
schools, where you'll find all you need to help support
your local children's hospice whilst having fun over
Easter. We can't wait to see what you get up to!

The difference you could make
Because of people like you, local life limited and life threatened children like Jess and Hugh are receiving
the care and support they need. When the unimaginable becomes reality for families, Acorns Children's
Hospice is there for them, holding their hand along every step of their journey. The need for children’s
hospice care never stops which is why we are here to provide specialist palliative care 24 hours a day,
365 days a year.

£40

could pay for one hour of care for a
child like Jess in a hospice

£50

could cover the cost of a family
member staying at Acorns overnight

£250

could pay for 10 complementary
therapy sessions for family members0

£975

could pay for a child like Hugh to have a
24 hour short break in one of our hospices

Hugh and his Mum Emma rely on
the support of our hospice
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Sophia with Mum and Dad in the hospice gardens

Acorns is our happy place
Sophia is a little miracle. At two days old, she suffered a cardiac arrest in her father’s arms. For dad
Samuel and mum Chantelle it was truly terrifying, and the first six months of their baby girl’s life was
then spent in hospital.
Chantelle explained: “We had a really scary start with Sophia. We didn't really know what was happening.
We were panicked. The cardiac arrest starved her of oxygen and caused eight brain bleeds, so she was classed
as severely brain damaged. The doctors discovered that Sophia had 11 heart defects, which is what caused the
cardiac arrest. They also found out that she has epilepsy and a condition called heterotaxy. This means that
although she has all her organs they aren’t in the right place, so this causes lots of complications.”
Sophia and her family were referred to Acorns when the youngster was eight months old. Chantelle said:
“We were referred by our community nurse. We'd heard of Acorns, but we didn't understand fully what they did,
we just knew that it was a children's hospice. I think the nurse could tell by my face that I didn’t like the thought
of Sophia going to a hospice. When you hear the word ‘hospice’ you think of the end of life, but the nurse told
me Acorns does more than that. So, we went and had a look. I was very nervous to walk through the door, but
we got the warmest welcome – they were all so lovely. There were children and staff having fun and smiling.”
While mum Chantelle isn’t quite ready for overnight stays, Sophia benefits from a whole range of services
including stay and playgroups, hydrotherapy, and day care. Both Chantelle and her husband Samuel receive
support through Acorns parents’ groups.
“Coming to Acorns is great for me too because I meet other parents. We all have very different stories, but they
are quite relatable. Until you've been through a journey like this, I don't think you truly understand what it’s
like. It's hard being 'that' mum - the one who is always worried about their child and has to keep an eye on them.
At Acorns everyone understands and will talk to you about what is going on with you. I feel like the normal mum
for once when I’m here.”
For Sophia, it’s all about fun and feels just like visiting family. “Sophia is three now, so the staff have seen her
grow. She was the tiniest little baby when she first started coming to Acorns. She’s now walking and talking and is
happy running off with one of the nurses. She gets so excited when she knows she is coming to stay, she even plans
out what she’s going to wear!
"Coming to Acorns was the best thing we ever did. I’m so happy when we’re here. This is definitely our happy
place.”
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Lets get started........
Bunny Hop is a fun way of bringing children together while raising funds for your local children's hospice.
It can be easily organised individually, or in small or large groups - whichever suits you best.
To help get you Bunny Hop ready, in this pack, you'll find a bunny ears template. Print/transfer this onto
card (for best results) and then have fun decorating with crayons, paint, feathers or whatever you have in
your art cupboard. We can't wait to see your creative designs (you could even hold a competition for the
best decorated).

Let the fun begin with a few challenge ideas to help you with your Bunny Hop:
Hop the length of an agreed distance (this can be done at school or at home)
Create a Bunny Hop assault course where your little bunnies have fun
navigating around as series of obstacles
Set a target of hops you need to complete over a set period of time
Set up a Bunny Hop treasure hunt by hiding some fun things (it doesn’t have
to be chocolate eggs) and getting your little bunnies to hop to find them
Make your Bunny Hop as big or as small as you want, it’s up to you. If you
want to 'go large', this is a great way for children to involve their family at
home or the local community
Share photos from your Bunny Hop activity on social media, using the
Hashtag #HopForAcorns
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Bunny ear template
For best results, print/transfer this
template onto card and then have fun
decorating it with crayons, paint,
feathers, glitter and more...

Supercharge your fundraising!
Simple tips to maximise your fundraising
Set a target

Gift Aid

Setting a target of how much you want to
fundraise gives you a collective goal to aim
towards. You could use our figures on page two
to identify what you'd like to help fundraise
towards or if you have your own target in mind
we can help you with what that could fund. Use
our totaliser to be displayed so everyone can see
what you've achieved and how far you have to
go to reach your target.

Where applicable, don’t forget to ask people to
Gift Aid their donation if they are a UK
taxpayer. Gift Aid is a scheme introduced by
HM Revenue and Customs which allows
Acorns to claim an extra 25p for every £1
donated. For further information contact
Acorns Supporter Services or see our website
www.acorns.org.uk/sign-up-to-gift-aid

Supporting you to make
fundraising FUN

Spread the word

We’ve got everything you need to have bags of
fun whilst supporting local children. We can
provide:
Fundraising resources such as posters and
sponsorship forms
Collection tins and buckets for your school's
fundraising efforts
Thank you letters, certificates and a public
thank you on our Twitter page
A cheque presentation to celebrate the
difference you have made.

Be proud of supporting Acorns! Be sure to tell
as many people as possible about what your
school is doing and why - and the impact your
fundraising will have. Using social media is a
great way to get the word out to friends and
families. Telling people how you're raising
money to help support your local children's
hospice is a great way to motivate others to get
involved.

Shout about your fab fundraising and
tag us at:
acornschildrenshospice
@acornshospice
@acornshospice

acorns.org.uk

How to get fundraising donations to us
Paying in donations couldn’t be simpler
Pay it in online at www.acorns.org.uk/pay-in-your-money
By paying donations in online you’ll be saving Acorns money in processing fees.
By cheque
Please make cheques payable to Acorns Children’s Hospice and return to:
Supporter Services, Acorns Children’s Hospice, Drakes Court, Alcester Road, Wythall,
Birmingham, B47 6JR.
Cheque presentation
If you'd like a cheque presentation, an Acorns representative can come to your school with a
giant cheque. This is a lovely way to show the pupils how much you have raised. Please get in
touch with your fundraiser to arrange this.
Get in touch
Whether you need some materials, help with ideas or just have a quick question, we are here to
help with your fundraising. Please get in touch by emailing supporter.services@acorns.org.uk
or calling 01564 825037.

See what life is like in our hospices...
/acornschildrenshospice
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@acornshospice

@acornshospice
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